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ABOUT THE TRAINER . . .

JOAN ALDRICH KNIGHT is an experienced teacher, outstanding presenter and
published author. As a primary classroom teacher, Title I reading teacher and Reading

Recovery teacher, Joan has over 30 years of helping develop young readers and writers.

She has influenced the lives of many more students through her work as a national
presenter and teacher trainer for schools across the United States and Canada, as
well as her teacher guidebocks for enhancing literacy learning. Joan is known for her
highly engaging practical ideas and strategies that will transform any approach to
literacy instruction.

ABOUT THE BUREAU . ..

BUREAU OF EDUCATION & RESEARCH is North America’s leading provider

of PD events and resources for professional educators. Founded in 1976, the Bureau
provides national and regional PD programs across the United States and Canada.
The Bureau also offers additional high-quality PD resources:

* PD Resource Kits contain outstanding video clips and supporting print
resources designed for schools and districts to use to conduct their own
PD sessions

* Online PD Courses contain outstanding video clips and supporting print
resources designed for individuals and groups of educators to learn at their
OWn convenience

* On-Site PD Services enable schools and districts to bring outstanding BER
Trainers to their own sites to facilitate customized professional development

* National Train-the-Trainer Programs on cutting-edge topics enable schools
and districts to train their own staff members who then conduct site-based
professional development sessions

For further information about Bureau PD programs and resources, please contact
us: www.ber.org or toll free (800) 735-3503.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR PD TRAINERS

General Information

This section of the Resource Guide is designed for who will be presenting this material in a
workshop format. If you are viewing the program by yourself or with a small group, please
turn to page 11 for suggestions appropriate to your needs.

Video can be a powerful medium for demonstrating effective teaching practices and
providing opportunities for discussion. This program offers facilitators a variety
of options:

Option One: Select PLAY ALL on the main DVD menu. This selection enables you
to control the video playback for the entire program, stopping when desired to ask
questions, hold a discussion or use the related print resources. You will also find this
option helpful when previewing the program before a staff development session.

Option Two: Select a topic from the TOPIC MENU. The selection will either take you
directly to video footage or bring up a more detailed Sub-Topic menu. Selecting PLAY
ALL on the Sub-Topic menu will play the entire topic section. You can stop at any
point for questions and discussion.

Option Three: Sub-Topic Menus enable you to select specific segments within a topic.
This is an excellent option when you want to review a particular aspect of the topic or
wish to focus on just one lesson or concept.

No matter which option you choose, as you guide participants through this program
the most effective strategy is to show a segment, then stop for discussion and/or

an opportunity to read the related print resources. At times, you may want to

show viewers a particular segment more than once to clarify some finer points of
the teaching. We encourage you to tailor your sessions to match the expertise and
experience of your participants.

Overview of the Program

Powerful Early Intervention Strategies to Help Students Struggling with Reading Accuracy
and Fluency, Grades K-2 is a 44-minute program demonstrating small group intervention
strategies that are ideal for increasing students’ reading accuracy and fluency.

The program is organized around three main topics:

Key Practices that Maximize Small Group Interventions 5:07 minutes
Strategies for Improving Reading Accuracy 23:56 minutes

Techniques for Enhancing Reading Fluency 10:25 minutes




Suggestions for PD Trainers, continued . . .

Scheduling Suggestion

This program is not designed to be shown straight through. The program is ideal for
a series of short sessions. You may also choose to show the entire program in a single
session. In either situation, the most effective approach is to show a portion of video,
use the questions in the Suggestions for PD Trainers section of this guide to facilitate a
discussion, and provide handouts from the Print Resources for participants to read before
moving on to the next strategy or topic.

Equipment/Materials Needed for Training
DVD player, monitor
DVD
Handouts for participants

Note-Taking Guide

A Note-Taking Guide for the entire program is located on pages 21-29, The divisions and
headings match the graphics in the DVD.

Discussion Questions

Discussion questions are provided to encourage participants to discuss, clarify and
consider the implications of implementing strategies from the program with their students.

The Sessions

Directions to PD Trainers
Distribute the Note-Taking Guide, pages 21-29.

Show the Video Program

By stopping the DVD at specific points and using the questions below, you will
provide participants with valuable opportunities to process and discuss how they
might incorporate the techniques with their students. It is also an opportune time for
experienced teachers to share ideas and suggestions they have successfully used to
enhance students’ reading accuracy and fluency.

Introduction 2:53 minutes

The purpose of the brief introduction is to clearly establish the purpose of this
program. The emphasis is on enhancing struggling students’ reading accuracy and
fluency using small group interventions that can be incorporated into any approach to
reading instruction.




Suggestions for PD Trainers, continued . . .

Before showing the introduction, you may want to have participants, either as a whole
group or in smaller groups, briefly define their understanding of accuracy and fluency,
and any instructional strategies they are currently using with their students.

Supporting Print Materials
Note-Taking Guide (pages 21-29)

Key Practices that Maximize Small Group Interventions 5:07 minutes

This section focuses on three key practices that will help teachers maximize small group
interventions with their students.

» Interventions are based on assessments
e Students are grouped as needed for instruction

¢ Struggling readers in particular need to be immersed in a rich, literacy learning
environment

Assessment-Based Interventions 1:35 minutes

Assessments, both formal and informal, inform teacher decisions on forming groups and
selecting strategies to best meet the needs of students. To maximize the power of small
group instruction, teachers must identify what students don’t know, determine what they
know and are able to do, and scaffold their learning to new levels.

Discussion Questions
v What reading assessments do you currently use?

v/ What types of assessments give you the most information about students’ reading
fluency and accuracy?

v How do you use assessment data to prioritize the most important teaching focus?

7 How do structured and informal assessments combine to inform teachers’
decisions when forming small groups for intervention?

Supporting Print Materials

Common Types of Assessments that Guide Small Group Intervention (page 31}
Three A's of Assessment (page 33)

Flexible Grouping 00:57 minutes

Flexible grouping enables teachers to gather groups of students with similar needs for
targeted interventions. Groups are adjusted based on ongoing assessments of students.




Suggestions for PD Trainers, continued . . .

Discussion Questions
v Why is flexible grouping critical to the effectiveness of reading interventions?

v" What are some strategies for forming groups and keeping track of individual
student progress you've used in your classroom?

v What are some management routines teachers need to have in place in order
to meet with small groups?

Rich Literacy Environment 2:04 minutes

A rich literacy learning environment provides opportunities throughout the day for
students to be engaged in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Combining whole
class reading and writing lessons with small group instruction and independent literacy
activities keeps students, especially struggling readers, productively engaged and learning.

Discussion Questions

v What are some ways you engage students at all literacy levels in whole
class lessons?

v" What kinds of independent literacy learning activities are available for
your students?

v How do you keep the rest of the class productively engaged in literacy learning
when you are working with a small group?

v In what ways does incorporating whole class instruction, independent practice and
small group intervention enable teachers to better meet students’ literacy needs?
Supporting Print Materials
Independent Literacy Activities (page 35)

Strategies for Improving Reading Accuracy 23:56 minutes

Accuracy involves being able to read text without faltering and with comprehension.
When young students struggle with accuracy they're less likely to gain meaning from text.
In this section, you'll see teachers demonstrate interventions in three key areas that affect
students’ reading accuracy:

* Phonemic Awareness
* Alphabetic Principle
* High Frequency Words

Phonemic Awareness 6:16 minutes

A child who possesses phonemic awareness can segment sounds in words and blend
strings of sounds together to form recognizable words.




Suggestions for PD Trainers, continued . .

Strategies:

Get your mouth ready / Missing word story 1:03 minutes

Name game 1:08 minutes

Alphabet flip book 1:13 minutes

When my finger’s on ... 1:49 minutes

Discussion Questions

v

NN NN

Why is “Get your mouth ready” an effective strategy for developing
phonemic awareness?

What are some additional strategies for developing phonemic awareness?
Why use familiar text such as students’ names to develop phonemic awareness?
What is the value of creating alphabet flip books with four or five letters on a page?

What are some ways you break down or simplify strategies to help struggling
readers be more successful?

Supporting Print Materials

Intervention Strategies: Phonemic Awareness (pages 37-39)

Helping the Brain Remember (page 41)
Universal Alphabet (page 43)
Directions for Alphabet Flip Book Game (page 45)

Alphabetic Principle 8:25 minutes

The alphabetic principle is part of the larger category “concepts of print” which is
fundamental to literacy development. Good readers with a sound understanding of
alphabetic principle concepts are able to apply their letter/sound knowledge to text to
pronounce and decode words.

For struggling readers, interventions focus on directionality, understanding what a word
is, the importance of spaces, and letter-sound patterns.

Strategies:

Juice box activity/Touch the first letter/Chopsticks 1:37 minutes
Word dots 0:33 minutes

Hands-on sentences 1:41 minutes

Elkonin boxes 1:40 minutes

Noisy writing 1:36 minutes




Suggestions for PD Trainers, continued . . .

Discussion Questions

v All of the strategies in this section are “hands on” and actively engage children
with print. Why is this approach so effective with struggling readers? What are
some additional “hands on” strategies you might use to engage children with text?

v What does it mean to keep students “glued to” print? Why is this critical to
developing children’s understanding of concepts of print and enhancing their
reading accuracy?

v Why is it so important to teach the concept of “word?”

v What strategies, if any, from this portion of the video program would you like
to try with your students who are struggling with reading accuracy?

Supporting Print Materials
Intervention Strategies: Alphabetic Principle (pages 47-49)
Elkonin Sound Boxes (page 51)
Elkonin Letter Boxes (page 53)
Noisy Writing Template (page 55)

High Frequency Words 7:42 minutes

High frequency words are the most common words in our language. Teachers strengthen
the foundation of students’ reading and writing growth by increasing children’s accuracy
in reading and writing high frequency words.

Strategies:
Flashlight focus 00:43 minutes
Tic tac toe 1:45 minutes
Zipper game 1:07 minutes
Word jingles 1:19 minutes

Magnetic letter jumble 2:05 minutes

Discussion Questions

v Why is it so important for young readers to have a number of sight words
they recognize?

v What does it mean to actively engage young children in word learning?

v What are some additional strategies for teaching and practicing sight words
that actively engage children?

Supporting Print Materials:
Intervention Strategies: Learning High Frequency Words (pages 57-59)




Suggestions for PD Trainers, continued . ..

Tips for Learning High Frequency Words (page 61)
Pencil Words (page 63)

Pencil Word Template (page 65)

Word Jingles (pages 67-73)

Techniques for Enhancing Reading Fluency 10:25 minutes

Fluency is the ability to read with accuracy, expression and comprehension. For struggling
readers, effective intervention strategies target key areas of fluency, including tone,
expression, punctuation, and rate.

While instruction and materials may vary, effective fluency interventions focus on a
specific element of fluency, help “unglue” students from print, and make best use of
familiar text.

Strategies:
Teacher modeling/Word masking 1:43 minutes
Echo reading 1:42 minutes
Dark words 2:05 minutes
Cut up sentences 1:14 minutes

Punctuation clues/Chin talk 1:27 minutes

Discussion Questions

v Why is the use of meaningful, familiar or easy text the most effective for
enhancing reading fluency?

v What strategies, if any, would you like to try with any of your students who are
struggling with reading fluency?

v What are some additional strategies you might use as small group interventions
to improve students’ reading fluency?

7/ What does it mean to “unglue” students from print? Why is this critical to
developing reading fluency?

v What are some challenges you've encountered when moving students from
word-for-word reading to reading with expression and pacing?

Supporting Print Materials
Intervention Strategies: Enhancing Reading Fluency (pages 75-77)
Resources (page 79)




Suggestions for PD Trainers, continued . . .

Closing

Thank participants for their willingness to think about and try new strategies and ideas
from the program. Encourage them to look closely at their own reading instruction and
determine how they might incorporate strategies from the program to enhance their
students’ reading accuracy and fluency.

10



SUGGESTIONS FOR SELF-STUDY

General Information

This section of the Resource Guide is designed for individuals and small groups. If you are
responsible for leading a group through this material, please turn back to Suggestions for
PD Trainers, page 3.

Video instruction provides a practical and efficient way to observe effective teaching
strategies and engage in thoughtful reflection. We encourage you to watch each
strategy, stop to reflect, and take full advantage of the related print resources. You
will find suggestions for making the most of your sessions in this portion of the
Resource Guide.

Overview of the Program

Powerful Early Intervention Strategies to Help Students Struggling with Reading Accuracy and
Fluency, Grades K-2 is a 44-minute program designed to demonstrate strategies you can
implement in your own classrooms to develop students’ reading accuracy and fluency.
The program is organized around three main topics:

Key Practices that Maximize Small Group Interventions 5:07 minutes
Improving Students’ Reading Accuracy 23:56 minutes
Enhancing Students’ Reading Fluency 10:25 minutes

Scheduling Suggestion

Whether you choose to view the entire program in one session or view sections of the
program over two or more study sessions, this program is not designed to be viewed
straight through. Your learning experience will be much richer if you take the time to
stop the video at certain points to reflect and read the additional information contained
in the Resource Guide.

Equipment/Materials Needed
DVD player, monitor OR
Computer with DVD drive
Program DVD

Print Resources




Suggestions for Self-Study, continued . . .

Reflection Questions

Reflection questions are provided for your sessions. It is recommended that you view the
segment and then refer to the questions for thoughtful reflection. Please keep in mind that
this guide contains print explanations of the strategies as well as other related material
that can inform and enrich your learning.

Note-Taking Guide

A note-taking guide for the entire program is located on pages 21-29. The divisions and
headings match the graphics in the video.

Your Sessions

Introduction 2:53 minutes

The purpose of the brief introduction is to clearly establish the purpose of this
program. The emphasis is on enhancing struggling students’ reading accuracy and
fluency using small group interventions that can be incorporated into any approach
to reading instruction.

Supporting Print Materials

Note-Taking Guide (pages 21-29)

Key Practices that Maximize Small Group Interventions 5:07 minutes

This section focuses on three key practices that will help teachers maximize small group
interventions with their students.

* Interventions are based on assessments
* Students are grouped as needed for instruction

* Struggling readers in particular need to be immersed in a rich literacy
learning environment

Assessment-Based Interventions 1:35 minutes

Assessments, both formal and informal, inform teacher decisions on forming groups and
selecting strategies to best meet the needs of students. To maximize the power of small
group instruction, teachers must identify what students don’t know, determine what they
know and are able to do, and scaffold their learning to new levels.

Reflection Questions
v What reading assessments do you currently use?

v What types of assessments give you the most information about students’ reading
fluency and accuracy?

12



Suggestions for Self-Study, continued . . .

v How do you use assessment data to prioritize the most important teaching focus?

7 How do structured and informal assessments combine to inform teachers’
decisions when forming small groups for intervention?

Supporting Print Materials
Common Types of Assessments that Guide Small Group Intervention (page 31)
Three A's of Assessment (page 33)

Flexible Grouping 00:57 minutes

Flexible grouping enables teachers to gather groups of students with similar needs for
targeted interventions. Groups are adjusted based on ongoing assessments of students.

Reflection Questions
v Why is flexible grouping critical to the effectiveness of reading interventions?

7/ What are some strategies you've used in your classroom for forming groups and
keeping track of individual student progress?

v/ What are some management routines teachers need to have in place in order to
meet with small groups?

Rich Literacy Environment 2:04 minutes

A rich literacy learning environment provides opportunities throughout the day for
students to be engaged in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Combining whole
class reading and writing lessons with small group instruction and independent literacy
activities keeps students, especially struggling readers, productively engaged and learning.

Reflection Questions

v What are some ways you engage students at all literacy levels in
whole class lessons?

v/ What kinds of independent literacy learning activities are available for
your students?

v How do you keep the rest of the class productively engaged in literacy learning
when you are working with a small group?

v In what ways does incorporating whole class instruction, independent practice and
small group intervention enable teachers to better meet students’ literacy needs?

Supporting Print Materials
Independent Literacy Activities (page 35)

13



Suggestions for Seli-Study, continued . . .

Strategies for Improving Reading Accuracy 23:56 minutes

Accuracy involves being able to read text without faltering and with comprehension.
When young students struggle with accuracy, they’re less likely to gain meaning from text.
In this section, you'll see teachers demonstrate interventions in three key areas that affect
students’ reading accuracy:

* Phonemic Awareness
* Alphabetic Principle
* High Frequency Words

Phonemic Awareness 6:16 minutes

A child who possesses phonemic awareness can segment sounds in words and blend
strings of sounds together to form recognizable words.

Strategies:
Get your mouth ready/Missing word story 1:03 minutes
Name game 1:08 minutes
Alphabet flip book 1:13 minutes
When my finger's on ... 1:49 minutes

Reflection Questions

v Why is “Get your mouth ready” an effective strategy for developing
phonemic awareness?

What are some additional strategies for developing phonemic awareness?
Why use familiar text such as students’ names to develop phonemic awareness?

What is the value of creating alphabet flip books with four or five letters on a page?

NN NN

What are some ways you break down or simplify strategies to help struggling
readers be more successful?

Supporting Print Materials
Intervention Strategies: Phonemic Awareness (pages 37-39)
Helping the Brain Remember (page 41)
Universal Alphabet (page 43)
Directions for Alphabet Flip Book Game (page 45)

14



Suggestions for Self-Study, continued . . .

Alphabetic Principle 8:25 minutes

The alphabetic principle is part of the larger category “concepts of print” which is
fundamental to literacy development. Good readers with a sound understanding of

alphabetic principle concepts are able to apply their letter/sound knowledge to text to
pronounce and decode words.

For struggling readers, interventions focus on directionality, understanding what a word
is, the importance of spaces, and letter-sound patterns.

Strategies:

Juice box activity/Touch the first letter/Chopsticks 1:37 minutes
Word dots 00:33 minutes

Hands-on sentences 1:41 minutes

Elkonin boxes 1:40 minutes

Noisy writing 1:36 minutes

Reflection Questions

v

v/

v
v/

All of the strategies in this section are “hands on” and actively engage children
with print. Why is this approach so effective with struggling readers?

What are some additional “hands on” strategies you might use to engage children
with text?

What does it mean to keep students “glued to” print? Why is this critical to
developing children’s understanding of concepts of print and enhancing their
reading accuracy?

Why is it so important to teach the concept of “word?”

What strategies, if any, from this portion of the video program would you like
to try with your students who are struggling with reading accuracy?

Supporting Print Materials

Intervention Strategies: Alphabetic Principle (pages 47-49)
Elkonin Sound Boxes (page 51)
Elkonin Letter Boxes (page 53)

Noisy Writing Template (page 55)

15



Suggestions for Self-Study, continued . . .

High Frequency Words 7:42 minutes

High frequency words are the most common words in our language. Teachers strengthen
the foundation of students’ reading and writing growth by increasing children’s accuracy
in reading and writing high frequency words.
Strategies:

Flashlight focus 00:43 minutes

Tic tac toe 1:45 minutes

Zipper game 1:07 minutes

Word jingles 1:19 minutes

Magnetic letter jumble 2:05 minutes

Reflection Questions

v Why is it so important for young readers to have a number of sight words
they recognize?

v What does it mean to actively engage young children in word learning?
v What are some additional strategies for teaching and practicing sight words that
actively engage children?
Supporting Print Materials:
Intervention Strategies: Learning High Frequency Words (pages 57-59)
Tips for Learning High Frequency Words (page 61)
Pencil Words (page 63)
Pencil Word Template (page 65)
Word Jingles (pages 67-73)

Techniques for Enhancing Reading Fluency 10:25 minutes

Fluency is the ability to read with accuracy, expression, and comprehension. For struggling
readers, effective intervention strategies target key areas of fluency, including tone,
expression, punctuation, and rate.

While instruction and materials may vary, effective fluency interventions focus on a
specific element of fluency, help “unglue” students from print, and make best use of
familiar text.
Strategies:

Teacher modeling/Word masking 1:43 minufes

Echo reading 1:42 minutes

Dark words 2:05 minutes

Cut up sentences 1:14 minutes

Punctuation clues/Chin talk 1:27 minutes

16



Suggestions for Self-Study, continued . . .

Reflection Questions

v

v

v/

Why is the use of familiar or easy text most effective for enhancing
reading fluency?

What strategies, if any, would you like to try with any of your students who are
struggling with reading fluency?

What are some additional strategies you might use as small group interventions
to improve students’ reading fluency?

What does it mean to “unglue” students from print? Why is this critical to
developing reading fluency?

What are some challenges you've encountered when moving students from
word-for-word reading to reading with expression and pacing?

Supporting Print Materials

Intervention Strategies: Enhancing Reading Fluency (pages 75-77)

Resources (page 79)

Closing

Thank you for your willingness to think about and try new strategies and ideas.
We encourage you to look closely at your reading instruction and determine how you

might incorporate strategies from the program to enhance struggling readers’ accuracy
and fluency.

17
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Note-Taking Guide, continued ...

Improving Students’ Reading Accuracy

Phonemic Awareness

» Get your mouth ready

» Missing word story

" « Name game

« Alphabet flip book

« When your finger's on...




Note-Taking Guide, continued ...

Alphabetic Principle

- Juice box activity

« Touch the first letter

+ Chopsticks

) - Word dots

- Hands-on sentences

+ Elkonin boxes

+ Noisy writing




Note-Taking Guide, continued ...

High Frequency Words

« Flashlight focus

» Tictactoe

- Zipper game

« Word jingles

« Magnetic letter jumble

Bursau of Education & Ressarch




Note-Taking Guide, continued. ..

e —

Enhancing Students’ Reading Fluency

Characteristics of effective fluency intervention:
* Specific Elements of Fluency
* "Unglue” Students from Print

* Familiar Text

« Teacher modeling

Word masking

Cut up sentences

Dark words

Punctuation clues

Chin talk

Bursau of Education & Rsssarch
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Common Types of Assessments that Guide Small Group
Intervention

Informal Observations

Teacher observation is a powerful form of assessment. In brief one-on-cne interactions,
teachers learn a great deal about students’ reading skills by:

» observing how students process text (both fiction and nonfiction)
* listening for reading phrasing and fluency

* questioning/conversing with students about text comprehension

Anecdotal Notes

Anecdotal notes help teachers remember specific interactions with students and provide
a record of student reading behaviors over time. Notes may include:

* reading comprehension strengths and challenges

* reading difficulties (e.g., substitutions, omissions)

» text sources of information a student is using or neglecting
* comments concerning fluency and phrasing

* specific words or phrases that required teacher assistance

¢ decoding/comprehension issues a student solved on his or her own

Checklists

Many teachers use comprehensive checklists of strategies and skills to record information about
children’s reading achievement. These checklists may also be used to summarize and share
information with parents.

Reading Records

Reading records are used to assess students’ reading skills and strategies as they read aloud.
Using the reading record, teachers code, score and analyze students’ reading behaviors. It takes
time to learn how to take and analyze a reading record; however, once mastered, this assessment
tool provides a very efficient way for teachers to gather a great deal of data on students’ reading
strengths and weaknesses.

For more information about reading assessments, please refer to the list of Resources on page 79.

Formal Reading Assessments

Many classroom teachers, schools, districts, and states periodically assess students’ reading
progress. Often the results are helpful in evaluating specific reading skills.

i

Bursau of Educalion & Rassarch
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Three A’s of Assessment

Assessment

Assessment, both formal and informal, informs teaching decisions and helps teachers meet the

needs of individual students.

Suggested assessments for identifying issues with reading accuracy and fluency:

¢ Listen to students read
¢ Running Record

¢ Writing samples

The three A’s of Assessment occur in a continuous loop. Students are assessed; teachers analyze
the data; then decide on a course of action or intervention. Teachers assess student’s response to
the intervention and decide what action to take next.

3. Act

1. Assess

2. Analyze

© Joan Aldrich Knight
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Independent Literacy Activities

In order for the teacher to be able to focus his/her attention on small group reading

intervention, the rest of the class must be productively and effectively involved in independent,

literacy-building activities. Before working with small groups, teachers will want to develop and
introduce a menu of reading and writing activities, choices, and/or centers. Children will need to
practice classroom procedures and routines for independent work time.

Possible Literacy Activities for Primary Grade Classrooms

Independent writing

Alphabet or word work

Listening to or recording books on tape

Computer-based literacy activities

Class library time

Rereading favorite books

Pocket chart work

Sequencing activities

Follow-up or extension activities from small group reading lessons

Ongoing assignments such as spelling and/or handwriting practice

The goal of independent work is not “to keep the students busy.” It is to provide children with
opportunities to practice their literacy skills and strategies while allowing the teacher time to
lead small group interventions.

Burssu of Education & Ressarch
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Intervention Strategies: Phonemic Awareness

Get your mouth ready

» Focus on initial letters and sounds

* Bring attention to letters in words to cross check information
How do you know it’s jump vs. hop?
Whose name starts with /bl sound in our class name book?
“It starts with /fl sound just like fish in the alphabet flip book.”

Missing word story

* Teacher tells a short story with opportunities for students to fill in missing words
as they listen

¢ Teacher says the beginning sound of a word and students need to think of a word that fits
the sentence and begins with the right sound.

The king had a big “Ih/ ", Possible words: horse, house

Name game

* A class flip book with both student pictures and names is a versatile instructional tool and
ideal for developing phonemic awareness with young children

» Effective flip books have 4 or 5 students per page; limiting possible choices gives students
a better chance at success

* Students listen for beginning sounds they hear in their classmates’ names

Get your mouth ready. Whose name starts with /m/?
HMaCy "

* When students are ready, they can then connect the sounds with letters.

Teacher: How do you know it's Macy?
Student: Because it starts with /m/.

Alphabet flip book

» Use card stock to create durable flip book pages
* 4 or 5 letters with representative pictures and words on each page
» Laminate pages then staple together or punch holes and place cards on a ring

* Limiting number of choices gives struggling readers less to process; increases their success
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Intervention Strategies: Phonemic Awareness, continued ...

¢ Use to develop phonemic awareness and letter/sound relationships
Teacher: I'm getting my mouth ready for /g/. What’s going to come out of my mouth?
Student: “Goat”

Variation:
Student: I'm getting my mouth ready for /m/. What’s going to come out of my mouth?

Teacher: “Mouse” Or, teacher guesses wrong “Lion” to check students’ understanding.

When my finger’s on...
* Variation of “Get your mouth ready”

* Help students link letters to sounds
When my finger’s on ‘f’ my mouth says /f/.
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Helping the Brain Remember

Interventions that incorporate the use of color, pictures, patterns or songs provide struggling readers
with additional ways to remember and solidify important concepts.

Color

| Colored magnetic letters
Colored dots

Colored markers

| Colored initial letters of words

Pictures

Pictures of students with their names
Represent each letter of the alphabet with a picture

Each classroom uses same alphabet pictures to provide consistency

Patterns

If you know .
Then you know___.

Song

Chants
Rhythm, rhyming
Use different words to familiar songs:

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star = B-e-c-a-u-s-e...
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Universal Alphabet

Choose cne picture with a key word for each letter of the alphabet for use by all primary grade
classrooms, support staff who work with primary grade students, and parents. Especially for

struggling readers, consistency, both instructionally and with use of materials, is critical to
their learning.

duck

Another way to support struggling readers is to create individual alphabet “flip books.”

Flip books contain the letters of the alphabet, as well as the key pictures and words.

The alphabet is divided into several pages with 4-6 letters per page. For very young children,
alphabet flip books usually consist of consonants only. As students gain phonemic and
phonological awareness, another version may contain all of the letters of the alphabet.

Bb Ff
bear cow fish
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Directions for Alphabet Flip Book Game

Hearing Sounds (modeling phoneme isolation for students)

e First, make sure the child recognizes the pictures (bear, cow, duck, fish, etc.)

» Tell the child:
I'm going to get my mouth ready to say one animal’s name. I might say bear, cow, duck, or fish, but

I'm not going to say the whole word. I'm just going to get my mouth ready to say it. You tell me which

animal I'm going to say, /f/. [make the sound /f/ not the name of the letter]
» Continue with the game, making a different beginning sound each time

¢ Repeat this approach for the other pages in the flip book

Making Sounds {student practice with phoneme isolation of initial sound)

¢ The student now has the alphabet flip book

» Tell the child:
Now you try to trick me! Get your mouth ready to say one of these pictures, but don’t say the whole
word. Just say the first sound.
Child: I'm going to get my mouth ready. What animal am I going to say? /df

» Teacher guesses the word

* You may want to give the wrong answer as a way to check how well the child understands

© Joan Aldrich Knight
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Intervention Strategies: Alphabetic Principle

Juice box activity

 Unifix or plastic cubes to represent letters in a word

* Empty juice box

* Start with one group of cubes

* Have students pour juice into the first ‘cup’ or cube

* Mix up the cubes and have next student pour some juice into the first cube

» Continue to add groups of cubes and have students pour juice into the first cube of each
“word” or group of cubes

Touch the first letter

» Have students point to and touch the first letter of each word

» Draw students’ attention to first letter in a word in preparation for “Get my mouth ready”
and other strategies

Chopsticks

* Teacher models and students use chopsticks or other pointers to track letters and words
» Helps with one-to-one matching of letters and sounds

* Easier to stop using once students develop phonemic/phonological awareness

Word dots
* Word dots provide visual cues that help develop the concepts of ‘what is a word’ and
‘one-to-one matching’
* Place a dot under the first letter of words in any text used with young children

¢ May want to use sticky dots so they can be removed as students gain alphabetic principle
and concepts of print

Hands-on sentences

» Print 3-6 word sentences on card stock, leaving sufficient space between words
* Cut apart words and spaces

¢ Mix up and have students put words in order to make sentence

s Include the period ** with the last word in the sentence

*» To challenge students, cut apart the period *’ as a separate part of the sentence

* Student reads sentence aloud after completing it

Bursau of Educstion & Ressarch
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Intervention Strategies: Alphabetic Principle, continued ...

Elkonin boxes

» Provide a visual cueing system for segmenting words into phonemes

 Help children segment words into individual phonemes, differentiating beginning,
middle and ending sounds, as well as blends

e Students “push” their fingers or small objects into each box to match the sounds they hear
e Listen to the sounds in Mat = /m/ fa/ /t/

* Initial focus is on listening to sounds, not print

* When students are ready, replace sounds with letters

What sounds do you hear in the word Mat?

Im/ fal it/
What letter makes the /m/ sound? /a/ sound? /H sound?
‘m ‘a’ 't mat/
Noisy writing

» Focuses students on individual sounds in words they are writing
» Students say words slowly, sounding out each letter as they write it
fel tuf Ipl = cup
* Teacher focuses on one word at a time
*» Depending on student’s level, teacher may provide common spelling patterns
* May use paper with noisy writing boxes at top when first introducing strategy

» Provide extra ‘scratch’ paper to practice noisy writing

o™
of Education & R h
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Elkonin Sound Boxes

1. Say /cat/ slowly

2. Match your voice to your finger
3. “What do you hear?”

4. "Where do you hear it?”

5. “How will you write it?”

Note:

The letters don’t need to be written in sequence. One box per
phoneme (blends get two boxes; digraphs get only one box)

© Joan Aldrich Knight
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Elkonin Letter Boxes

1. Start with the first box

2. There is a box for each letter
3. Think how the word looks

4, Write the word /tree/

Note:
When children hear and write most words in sequence,
you can move to letter boxes. This is to transition children
from phonological (invented) spelling into orthographical
(actual, patterned) spelling

© Joan Aldrich Knight
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Noisy Writing Template

Nname

date
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Intervention Strategies: Learning High Frequency Words

Flashlight focus

*» Focus on specific words when revisiting shared text as a whole class or in small group

* Flashlight or penlight

* Goal is for students to quickly recognize specific words in text “on sight”

» Teachers may need to give clues to help students find words quickly

* Don't focus on sounding out sight words, just listening for a specific sound or two
What letters do you expect to see at the beginning of the word ‘they’?
Can you find a word with a ‘th’ at the beginning of it?
Find they. Are you right? How do you know?

Tic tac toe
* Any commonly played games can be used to practice sight word recognition

» Each student selects a sight word to practice

« For tic tac toe, instead of making an ‘x’ or ‘0’, each student writes the word,
spelling it aloud each time

* The first student to write three words in a row wins

* Both students are reinforcing two sight words each time they play the game

Zipper game
* Create lists of 5-8 words that fit into a plastic bag with zipper closure
¢ Teacher says a word on the list
¢ Goal is for student to quickly locate the word and move zipper to it

* Each student may work with a different set of words or students can compete with the
same list

Word jingles

e e

e Start with a familiar song and change the words
Sung to the tune of Farmer in the Dell:

There is no ‘a’ in they
There is no ‘a’ in they
t-h-g-y

There is no ‘a’ in they.

=i, A=

* Chants, songs or “jingles” can help children remember how to spell and read sight words

e
LE
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Intervention Strategies: Learning High Frequency Words, continued ...

Magnetic letter jumble
* Magnetic letters can be used to reinforce sight words as well as a variety of word
learning strategies

* Manipulating the letters provides visual-tactile reinforcement that appeals to many
young children

* Letter jumbles can easily become a literacy center activity
Each student has a list of sight words

Either individually or in pairs, students select a word, use the magnetic letters to build
it, jumble or scramble the letters, build it again, scramble the letters, then write the word

»




Tips for Learning High Frequency Words

What Makes High Frequency Words So Hard?

¢ Children have just firmed up their letter/sound knowledge and these words don'’t
fit the rules

* You can't use picture clues to help; can't have a picture of “my”

* High frequency words are often one-of-a-kind words, not generative like word families

How Can We Make Learning High Frequency Words Easier?

» Write, write, write: high frequency words occur frequently in reading and writing.
The more students write, the more they build a repertoire of words they know on sight

* Make a separate word wall with high frequency, or sight words, and add words gradually
(See Pencil Words on page 63.)

* Sing songs to help students remember high frequency words
¢ Play games to practice words
* Involve parents in practicing words

* Assess and monitor progress

© Joan Aldrich Knight
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Pencil Words

There are many lists of high frequency words, but using many
sources, | have compiled my own favorite list. | focused on only
non-phonetic words, orthographically spelled words, and words
| know primary students want to write and often misspell.

the of
was are

‘ have one
there your
come here
is all
look Saw

to
they
what
said
very
like

went

you
from
were

do
because

made

by

© Joan Aldrich Knight
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Word Jingles

The

Well, you can call it — the
And you can call it — the

But you always spell it — t-h-e
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Word Jingles, continued ...

Because

To the tune of: Twinkle, Twinkle

B-e-c-a-u-s-e ... because I asked you
to help me.

Please do the trash and make
your bed.

And please make sure your pets
are fed.

B-e-c-a-u-s-e ... because I asked you
to help me.
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Word Jingles, continued ...

Said
To the tune of: Hunk of Tin
S-a-i-d ... that spells said.
Get those letters in your head.
Said means talk — s-a-i-d.

What's that you just said to me?

Buresr ¥ Eclucation & Rssaarch
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Word Jingles, continued ...

They

To the tune of: Farmer in the Dell

There is no A in they
There is no A in they

T-h-e-y

ut ... there is no A in they.

1
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Intervention Strategies: Enhancing Reading Fluency

Teacher modeling

* One of the most effective ways to enhance fluency

* Enables teachers to focus on specific student needs

Word masking

» Use a small paper strip to mask, or cover, words to improve students’ pacing

¢ Adjust pacing to guide students to read more fluently, slowing down as needed

Dark words

» Use a paint sample card with three shades of color

¢ Compare dark color to dark, or bold, words in print and how we emphasize these
with our voices

* Have students practice emphasizing the bold word in a sentence

* For each sentence, change the word in bold print to challenge students to read
with expression

Cut up sentences

» Organize cut up sentences into different phrases to give students practice with phrasing,
not reading word by word

¢ Reading in meaningful phrases enhances fluency and is essential to becoming
a proficient reader

The boy
ran to the store
to buy some milk.

The boy ran to the store
to buy some milk.

The boy ran to the store to buy some milk.

===
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Intervention Strategies for Enhancing Students’ Reading Fluency, continued ...

Punctuation clues

* Many struggling readers don't pay attention to punctuation clues
* Punctuation greatly influences fluency, tone and meaning
* Change the punctuation of familiar text to change how students read it

» When listening to students read aloud, draw their attention to punctuation

Chin talk

» Physical movements or gestures can help solidify important concepts into memory

¢ Having students drop their chins at the end of a statement helps remind them to drop
their voices and improves their intonation, making them more fluent readers

77



Resources

Bear, D, M. Invernizzi, S. Templeton, and F. Johnston. (2011) Words Their Way, 5* Edition. Pearson.
Blevins, Wiley. (2001} Building Fluency: Lessons and Strategies for Reading Success. Scholastic.

Cunningham, P, D. Hall, and T. Heggie. (2001) Making Words, Grades 1-3: Multilevel, Hands-On
Phonics and Spelling Activities. Good Apple.

Fountas, I. and G. Pinnell. (2006) Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency: Thinking, Talking,
and Writing About Reading, K-8. Heinemann.

Lynch, Judy. (1998) Easy Lessons for Teaching Word Families. Scholastic.

Prescott-Griffin, M. and N. Witherell. (2004) Fluency in Focus: Comprehension Strategies
for All Young Readers. Heinemann.

Rasinski, Timothy. (2003) The Fluent Reader. Scholastic.
Wagstaff, Janiel. (1999) Teaching Reading and Writing with Word Walls, Grades K-3. Scholastic.
Wagstaff, Janiel. (1999) Phonics that Work! New Strategies for the Reading/Writing Classroom. Scholastic.

Wagstaff, Janiel. (2001) Irresistible Sound-Matching Sheets and Lessons That Build Phonemic Awareness.
Scholastic.

Wagstaff, Janiel. (2009) Using Name Walls to Teach Reading and Writing: Dozens of Classroom-Tested

Ideas for Using This Motivating Tool to Teach Phonological Awareness, Letter Recognition, Decoding,
Spelling, and More. Scholastic.

Related Bureau of Education & Research PD Resource Kits

Using Literacy Centers to Strengthen your Reading and Writing Program, Grades K-3.
Featuring Linda Holliman.

Maximizing the Benefits of Literacy Centers: Meaningful Activities that Boost Reading and Writing Skills,
Grades K-3. Featuring Linda Holiman.

Strengthening Students’ Phonemic Awareness, Grades K-1. Featuring Kristin Schlosser and
Hallie Kay Yopp.

Using Interactive Writing to Strengthen Your Students’ Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Skills,
Grades K-1. Featuring Judy Lynch.

Using Word Walls to Strengthen Students’ Reading and Writing at the Emergent Level.
Featuring Janiel Wagstaff.

Using Word Walls to Strengthen Students’ Reading and Writing at the Early/Fluent Levels.
Featuring Janiel Wagstaff.

Increasing Your Students’ Reading Fluency: Strategies that Work, Grades 1-3. Featuring Diane Murphy.

Burssu of Education & Ressarch



